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INTRODUCTION

©e
Looking East: A Meditation on Rare Western Books on Southeast Asia

For along time, those being tested for possible future vocations were told that it was difficult to
distinguish between those who should be lawyers and those who should become historians. The
reason, we were told, was because both law and history were vitaly dependent upon evidence.
Indeed, good historical research depends upon thorough and careful use of evidence.

For example, we are often told that those expanding colonia rule in Southeast Asia were
primarily motivated by economic greed (or desire to expand the scope of missionary endeavors
or the need to compete with other colonial power). How might we decide whether such
assertions are valid or not? One of the best ways of doing so would be to read the actual words of
early European or American travelers, like the Frenchman Simon de La Loubére (in the 1680s)
or the Briton Sir John Bowring (in the 1850s). The point is, that credible assertions about the past
must be based upon solid evidence.

It has long been difficult to carry out such research because the standard books on earlier
Southeast Asia are not widely available in most libraries. There are just a few cities (university
or public) in the world where such books are held in sufficient quantity and of satisfactory
quality: Cambridge, Massachusetts; New York City; Ithaca, New York; Ann Arbor, Michigan;
Madison, Wisconsin; Berkeley, California; Honolulu, Hawaii; London; Canberra; and even
Singapore. The trouble with a list like this, however, is that very few libraries, if any, have
comprehensive collections; and the library that has, let us say, a reasonably robust collection of
earlier books on the Philippines suffers from a dearth of materials on Cambodia, two regionsin
which Spaniards were particularly active at the turn of the sixteenth century.

It is for such reasons that this microfilm focuses on the John M. Echols Collection on Southeast
Asia at Cornell University in Ithaca, New Y ork. From its founding as a university in the 1860s,
Cornell long has had exceptional specialized collections in such areas as witchcraft, the French
Revolution, and Iceland. And while much of the university’s Asia collection goes back to the late
nineteenth century, its Southeast Asia holdings date from the 1950s, when Cornell professor
John M. Echols began the process of amassing materias, later helped by a small group of loyal
students and alumni. Users are serious (if not completely accurate) when they argue that
Cornell’s collections on most countries are more extensive than any other library in the world—
including librariesin the nations of Southeast Asiaitself.

The microfilm collection presented here includes only Western-language publications of the
sixteenth, seventeenth, eighteenth, and nineteenth centuries, to which twentieth century materials
shall be added at a later date. For this particular project, the publisher excluded titles that were
missing, unavailable through interlibrary loan, too fragile to be subjected to microfilming, or
widely held by other libraries.

* * % %

Our journey starts in the sixteenth century, where researchers will discover such unique titles as
the anonymously published History of Trauayle in the West and East Indies, and other countreys
lying eyther way towardes the fruitfull and ryche Moluccaes (1577) and Richard Hakluyt’s
Principal navigations, voyages, traffiques and discoveries of the English nation : made by sea or
ouerland, to the remote and farthest distant quarters of the earth, at any time within the



compasse of these 1600 yeres (1599). For the seventeenth century researchers encounter some of
the earliest mgjor accounts of European travels to Southeast Asia as well titles on numerous
other topics related to the region. These includes works by Michel Baudier, Jacques de Bourges,
Michel Boym, Alexandre Chaumont, Philipp Cleuver , Pedro Cubero Sebastian, Nicolas
Gervaise, Hendrik Hamel, Sir Thomas Herbert, Johann Christian Hoffmann, Simon de La
Loubéere, Michel Le Téellier, Gio Filippo de Marini, Adam Olearius, Pedro Ordoanez de
Ceballos, Pierre Joseph d'Orleans, Alexandre de Rhodes, Jacob Jansz de Roy, Francisco de Séo
de Meneses, Nicolas Sanson, Guy Tachard, Jean Baptiste Tavernier, and Bernhardus Varenius.
One of the most fascinating aspects of these titles is their inclusion of very early wood-cut
engravings. Some of these were drawn in Europe, based on the oral testimony of those who had
personally seen, for example, an elephant, while others were personally drawn by the travelers
themselves. (One early traveler’s account of the region includes drawings of elephants made by
someone who had never seen an elephant, concluding that elephants might look like large pigs!)
Even if the user cannot personally handle the language in which the text is written, he or she
often can gain much just from careful review of the engravings.

The eighteenth-century titles constitute an even larger and more diverse group of publications
that call into question clichéd notions of the eclipse of European interest in Southeast Asia from
the 1680s until the 1820s. Researchers should especially benefit from the many accounts of
European travelers who seem to have gone just about everywhere in the region. These travel
accounts center on a wide range of subjects, including trade in many different objects, as well as
religious evangelization, wide-eyed tourism, and imperia expansion. Here one finds
commentaries on trade and commerce affecting the region by Simon Tyssot de Patot, Carl Peter
Thunberg, Johan Splinter Stavorinus, Jacques Savary des Bralons, Saunier de Beaumont, Alexis
Rochon, René Augustin Constantin de Renneville., Abbé Raynal [Guillaume-Thomas-Francois],
Patrice Mac Neny, Richard Hayes, William Guthrie, Nikolaas de Graaf, and Sir Josiah Child.
The work of early geographers appears in works authored by Richard Brookes, John Malham,
John Barrow, Thomas Salmon, Frederic Watson, William Guthrie, Patrick Gordon, Charles
Theodore Middleton, George Henry Millar, and Philippe Cliver. For looks at the customs and
manners of peoples in the region, one may fruitfully turn to the works of W. H. Dilworth,
William Dampier, Jonathan Carver, Jacques Savary des Bralons, John Hamilton Moore, Thomas
Salmon, Lewes Roberts, Bartolomé L eonardo de Argensola, and Daniel Beeckman.

For the 1800s, Western Books on Asia: Southeast Asia divides titles into two major halves: those
in English and those in other major European languages. These are then arranged geographically,
even though the editorial staff of Primary Source Microfilm recognizes the historically biased
(and sometimes inconsistent) character of these divisions (such as references to titles about
“Siam” rather than modern-day Thailand or the grouping of titles under the rubric of
“Indonesia,” which officialy existed only since 1948, or Maaysia, which gained its
independence in 1963). Rules of thumb were inevitable for creating such a complex collection,
and Primary Source Microfilm recognized from the outset the chalenges posed by the
heterogeneous character of the collection and the unusual ways in which the West
conceptualized Southeast Asia.

And yet Western Books on Asia: Southeast Asia consistently surprises researchers with its
inclusiveness. It includes even books so rare that they are not even included in the standard
bibliographies. Unusually scarce nineteenth-century English titles count among them, for
example, early missionary accounts on Burma by Willis Webb, Alonzo King, and John Saillie.



Titles on Siam include the wonderfully informative account of the trial of Phra Yot, who
defended Siam against an invading French army in 1893 and was put on trial for killing a French
military officer while defending his country.

So great had the number of titles on this area of the world grown that researchers surveying this
period will find a variety of titles organized by region. For Burma, Grattan Geary’s Burma :
after the conquest : viewed in its political, social, and commercial aspects, from Mandalay
(1886) or Thomas Campbell Robertson’s Political incidents of the First Burmese War (1853)
underscore the politics of this British colony. Indochinais, not surprisingly, heavily covered by
such French-language works as Francois-Jules Harmand’s Indo-Chine francaise; politique et
administration (1887), Louis Henrique-Duluc’s Colonies frangaises; notices illustrées, pub. par
ordre du sous-secrétaire d'état des colonies (1889), Albert Septans’ Commencements de |'lndo-
Chine francaise d'apreés les archi ves du Ministére de la marine et des colonies, les mémoires ou
relations du temps (1887). On Indonesia, although a Dutch colony, one discovers French views,
such as W.L. de Petit’s Conguéte de la Vallée d'Atchin par les hollandais (1891) or Just-Jean-
Etienne Roy’s Quinze ans de s§our a Java et dans les principales fles de I'archipel de la Sonde
et des possessions néerlandaises des Indes Orientales. The English also had much to say,
particularly through its many “select committee” reports on the East India Company, while
German authors like Otto Mohnike, Auguste Lahure, and W.F.A. Zimmerman aired their views
on the Dutch Indies. Maaysia—the Malay Archipelago as it was commonly called—was an
object of fascination for severa authors who wrote multiple titles on this region of Southeast
Asia. These include works by Edouard Dulaurier’s letters, memoirs, and diplomatic writings; Sir
William Edward Maxwell’s records of Malayan myths, and Harriette Bunyon McDougall’s
accounts of Sarawak. And for the Philippines, one stumbles across any number of important and
interesting works, such as Emilio Aguinaldo’s 1899 Resefia veridica de la revolucion filipina /
por Emilio Aguinaldo y Famy or the 1890 edition of Gaspar de San Agustin’s Conquistas de las
islas Filipinas: la temporal, por las armas del sefior don Phelipe Segundo e Prudente.
* % * %

As noted earlier, historical research is intimately involved with the gathering, arrangement,
dissection, and weighing of evidence: every assertion about the past requires the presence of
solid evidence as well asits proper analysis. Consider just afew examples:

At the end of 1851 and the beginning of 1852, relations between the English East India Company
government in India and the Kingdom of Burma rapidly deteriorated until the two powers were
at war. The process began with the dispatch of a British envoy to Rangoon to investigate
complaints of British and British-protected travelers and merchants. The envoy questioned only a
few merchants. He went to call upon the Burmese governor of Rangoon, but waited without
seeing the governor. He regarded this as a deliberate snub and took hostile actions against the
Burmese, and soon war was under way.

Numerous questions are raised by the officia British account of these proceedings. How
thoroughly did the envoy (Commodore Lambert) investigate the merchants complaints? Why
did some refer to him as the “combustible commodore”? How did the Burmese respond to his
actions, if at al? The critical episode seems to have been the abortive meeting of Lambert and
the Burmese governor. What really happened? Did the multiracial composition of the British
party affect the outcome of that meeting? Could the war have been avoided?

Some possible interpretations are offered by the published accounts, and to do just that, scholars
are advised to plunge into the first-hand accounts of Lambert’s contemporaries, such as the



critical assessment by Richard Cobden or the observation of such missionaries as Emily C.
Judson.

The onset of French colonial rule in Cambodia and Vietnam from the 1860s and Laos in the
1890s is the subject of many first-hand accounts by participants. These naturally are somewhat
biased by national perspective and interest, a common problem of historical analysis in the
establishment of fact and the weighing of evidence. But researchers are not without recourse
since they may fruitfully compare French accounts with contemporary English ones, which
proffer the counterweight of a competing national interest.

The fact that many important books on Indochina, the Philippines, and Indonesia are available
mainly in languages other than English (i.e., French, Spanish, and Dutch respectively) may be
daunting to some, but a careful examination of the microfilm of English-language publications,
for example, will prove to be surprisingly productive. After all, one must recall that the British
occupied Indonesia early in the nineteenth century. As a result, there are some extraordinarily
good books from that period (by Thomas Stamford Raffles and by Sir William Thorn, for
example) that are so useful that they were reprinted in the 1960s.

While most users of the microfilm will be drawn mainly to the sections organized
geographically, study of this microfilm publication also will repay a careful examination by topic
or author. Look, for example, for publications centering on “opium” or “pirates,” which will
elicit many useful publications. Nineteenth-century titles (but not those earlier) include a great
many publications written originally by women, raising questions about the difference
experiences and observations between women and men. By way of example, female authors
occasionally had privileged access to parts of Southeast Asia from which men were prohibited—
such as the usually forbidden inner sections of the royal palace in Siam, where Anna Leonowens
went and worked.

Finaly, study of Southeast Asia necessarily requires that one read “between the lines,” by
seeking out that which authors seemingly overlook. Here the scholar of Southeast Asia must ask
why certain subjects are handled as they are or go unmentioned altogether. Such concerns
commonly point up the prejudices and biases of authors that go hand-in-hand with any form of
historical analysis. Users of this collection should carefully attend to the languages authors used
for communicating with, say, Thai or Vietnamese indigenous populations and consider, in
particular, those views that intersect with their own culturally bound views of such matters as
sexual behavior, smoking and drug use, money, and education.

The watchword in approaching and using historical evidence is “respect.” In the end, we can
agree or disagree with an author’s observations—factual or otherwise—but we cannot really use
them without respecting them as evidence, whether of the realities of life in Southeast Asia
during the period in question or as the indirect reflection of commonly held views of European
culture as thrown into relief against that of the Other. Whatever form that evidence may take, no
matter how blinkered or wrongheaded by today’s standards, the historian must always take it
serioudly. Scholarly activity by its nature never suspends critical judgment; but such suspension
isonly effective through attentive and wide reading.

This collection supports that endeavor, particularly by giving to scholars access to rare, hard-to-
find titles. The effect of distributing such rarities allows researchers relatively easy access to an
expanded range of historical materials against which to measure contemporary historical
understanding of Southeast Asia. After all, while many titles may well support current historical



analyses, no historian can afford to ignore those works that promote a revised understanding or
new branches of analysis. It is not uncommon in rare book collections to discover works that
represent “minority” views that had become rare as a consequence.

The use of evidence is not just about historical thinking. It hasto do with any kind of responsible
thinking, whether about the past, the present, or the future. Because historical analysis carries
with it this type of responsibility, scholars can do no less than to fulfill the scholar’s obligation to
address as wide arange of relevant sources as possible. Primary Source Microfilm’s decision to
disseminate rare Western-language titles on Southeast Asia serves that obligation well. For
whenever a scholar asserts something to be true, that “something” has to be based on evidence.
The responsibility implicit in scholarship can accept no less.

---David K. Wyatt
Cornell University



EDITORIAL NOTE

Western Books on Asia: Southeast Asia, Publications from the John M. Echols Collection at
Cornell University will be published in severa parts. A temporary collection guide shall be
published for each part, with a cumulative guide appearing at the end of the microfilm project.

FORMAT

This guide lists titles in two formats. author-title and reel index. The author-title index lists all
titles in aphabetical order by author name and then title. The reel index lists al titles in the
order in which they appear on the reels comprising this part. Each index has been divided by
part within the collection.

SELECTION PROCESS

The John M. Echols Collection on Southeast Asia at Cornell University has been selected for
microfilm publication based on the sheer breadth of its holdings of Western-language
monographs on Southeast Asia. The selection of individual titles included in the microfilm
collection were based on severa criteria

Chronology

Filmed titles were published no later than 1926, owing primarily to copyright
considerations. All titles published in the sixteenth, seventeenth, and eighteenth centuries,
regardless of their level of scarcity or language of publication, were included because of
their age.

Scarcity

Nineteenth- and twentieth-century titles were subjected to a scarcity analysis using the
OCLC and RLIN databases. Titles held by fewer than sixteen separate holders, as
recorded in OCLC and RLIN, qualified for inclusion. Note that variant editions were
included within this count such that ten holders of one edition and ten different holders of
a variant edition disgualified any edition of the title for inclusion. Tranglations, on the
hand, were treated as unique works.

Language

Titles published prior to 1800 appear in English, Spanish, Italian, German, French,
Dutch, Latin, and Portuguese. Nineteenth- and twentieth-century titles appear in English,
Spanish, Italian, German, French, and Russian.

Condition
Several titles were not microfilmed owing to their fragile physical condition and were
removed from consideration in order to reduce the risk of damage from microfilming.



ARRANGEMENT

All titles published in the sixteenth, seventeenth, and eighteenth centuries included in this
publication have been organized in chronological order. Nineteenth- and twentieth-century
titles, on the other hand, have been sorted as follows. Titles were first divided into publications
in English and those in other Western languages. Within each grouping, titles were then
subdivided by country or region. (Imprints that did not comfortably fall within a designated
country or region were classed separately.) Titles within each regional classification were finally
organized chronologically by year and then author.
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Abbot, Geor ge, 1562-1633.

Briefe description of the whole worlde : wherein
is particularly described all the monarchies, empires
and kingdomes of the same, with their academies/
newly augmented and enlarged ; with their severall
titles and scituations thereunto adioyning.

The 3rd ed. London : lohn Browne, 1608.
English
Reel No.2 Location 2

Aduarte, Diego, 1569-1636.

Historia de la provincia del Santo Rosario de
Filipinas, lapon, y China, de la sagrada orden de
Predicadores / escrita por ... Diego Aduarte ...
Afiadidapor ... Domingo Gonzalez ... y sacaalvz
Pedro Martyr de Buenacasa....

Zaragoza: D. Gascon, 1693.
Spanish
Reel No. 11  Location 4

Barros, Jodo de, 1496-1570.

Asiade Joam de Barros : dos fectos que 0s
Portugueses fizeram no descobrimento & conquista
dos mares & terras do Oriente.

Lishoa: Impressa per Germao Galharde, 1552-1615.
Portuguese
Reel No.1 Location1

Baudier, Michel, 1589?7-1645.

History of the imperiall estate of the grand
seigneurs : their habitations, liues, titles ...
gouernment and tyranny / Translated out of French
by E.G.SA.

London : Printed by William Stansby, for Richard
Meighen, next to the middle Temple in Fleetstreet,
1635.

English

Reel No. 3 Location 7

Behr, Johann von der, d. ca. 1692.

Neun-jdhrige Ost-Indianische Reise so er
meistentheils in Diensten der vereinigten
geoctroyrten Niederléndischen Ost-1ndianischen
Compagnie zu Wasser und Lande verrichtet : Worbey
der Inwohner Glauben Leben Sitten und Kleidung so
mit Augen gesehen fleis
Franckfurt : Verlegts Lorenz Sigismund Corner
Buchhéndler, 1689.

German
Reel No. 10 Location 3

Bor, Livinus, 1621?-1669

Amboinse oorlogen, door Arnold de Vlaming van
Oudshoorn als superintendent, over d'Oosterse
gewesten oorlogaftig ten eind gebracht.
Delff: Arnold Bon, 1663
Dutch
Reel No.6 Location 1

Part 1: 15" and 16" Century Titles

Author-Title Index
Boure?eﬁ, Jacquesde.

Relation du voyage de Monseigneur |I'Eveque De
Beryte : vicaire apostolique du royavme de la
Cochinchine, par laTurquie, laPerse, lesIndies, & c.
jusgu'au Royaume de Siam & autres lieux Par M. de
Bovrges, prestre.

Paris: Denys Bechet, 1668.
French
Reel No. 7 Location 2

Boure?es, Jacques de.

Relation du voyage de Monseigneur I'Eveque De
Beryte : vicaire apostolique du royavme de la
Cochinchine, par laTurquie, laPerse, lesIndies, & c.
jusgu'au Royaume de Siam & autres lieux Par M. de
Bovrges, prestre.

Paris: Denys Bechet, 1668.

French

Reel No. 7 Location 5

Boym, Michel, 1612-1659.

Specimen medicinae Sinicae : sive, Opuscula
medica ad mentem Sinensium, continens|. De
pulsibus libros quatuor e Sinico trandatos. 1.
Tractatus de pulsibus ab erudito Europaeo collectos.
I11. Fragmentum operis medici ibidem ab erudito
Europaeo conscrip
Francofurti : Sumptibus Joannis Petri Zubrodt, 1682.
Latin
Reel No. 8 Location 8

Chaumont, Alexandre, chevalier de, d. 1710.
Relation de I'ambassade de Mr. le chevalier de
Chaumont alacour du roy de Siam : avec ce qui Sest
passé de plus remarquable durant son voiage.

A Paris: Chez Arnoul Seneuze ... et Dani€l
Horthemels ... 1687.

French

Reel No.9 Location 5

Choisy, abbé de, 1644-1724.
Journal du voyage de Siam fait en 1685. & 1686. /
Par M. I'abbé de Choisy.
2. éd. Paris: S. Mabre-Cramoisy, 1687.
French
Reel No.9 Location 4

Claesz, Cornélis.

Journael : ofte Een Oost-1ndische-reys-
beschrijvinghe / ghedaen door Cornelis Claesz van
Pvrmer-endt ; Verhalende veel besondere
vreemdigheden van landen, lieden het belegeren van
Monsambiecke en Goa, met het veroveren van de
Portugese kraecke en andere
tAmstelredam : G. van Goedesbergen, 1651.

Dutch
Reel No.4 Location 3
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Cluver, Philipp, 1580-1622.

Philippi Cluvert Introductionisin universam
geographiam, tam veterem quam novam. Libri VI,
Tabulisameisillustrati & gemino indice aucti / Cui
accessere Petr. Bertii Orbis terrarum breviarium,
atque Danielis Henisii Oratio in obitum ejusdem
Philippi C
Amstelagdami : Apud Joannem Janssonium, 1661.
Latin
Reel No.5 Location 5

Combés, Francisco, 1620-1665.

Historia de lasislas de Mindanao, lolo, y sus
adyacentes. : Progressos de lareligion, y armas
catolicas. / Compuesto por € padre Francisco
Combes, dela Compafilade lesus ...

En Madrid. : Por los herederos de Pablo de Val. Afio
deM.DC.LXVII. A costade Lorenco de Ibarra,
mercader de libros. Vendese en su casa, en lacalle de
Toledo, junto ala Compariia de lesus., [1667]
Spanish

Reel No. 7 Location 3

Cuber o Sebastian, Pedro, 1640-ca. 1696.
Peregrinacion del mundo, del Doctor D. Pedro
Cubero Sebastian ... dedicada al excelentissimo sefior

D. Fernando loachin Faxardo ...

En Napoles, Por Carlos Porsile, 1682.
Spanish

Redl No.8 Location 9

Dampier, William, 1652-1715.

New voyage round the world. : Describing
particularly, the isthmus of America, several coasts
and islands in the West Indies, the isles of Cape
Verd, the passage by Terra del Fuego, the South Sea
coast? of Chili, Peru, and Mexico; the isle of Guam
oneof ...

The third edition corrected. London, : Printed for
James Knapton ..., [1698-1703].

English

Reel No. 12 Location 4

Dampier, William, 1652-1715.

Nieuwe reystogt rondom de werreld / waarin
omstandiglyk beschreeven worden de [and-engte van
Amerika, verscheydene kusten en eylanden in
Westindie, de eylanden van Kabo Verde, de doortogt
van de Straat Le Maire na de Zuydzee, de kusten van
Chili, Peru ...

's Gravenhage : A. de Hondt, 1698-1700.
Dutch
Reel No. 12  Location 3

Fermanel de Favery, Luc.

Relatione delle missioni de vescovi vicarii
apostolici, mandati dallas. sede apostolicaalli regni
di Siam, Cocincina, Camboia, e Tunkino.

In Roma: Nella Stamperia della Sac. Cong. de Prop.
Fide, 1677.

Italian

Reel No. 8 Location 3

Part 1: 15" and 16" Century Titles

Author-Title Index
Feynes, Henri de.

Exact and cvriovs svrvey of all the East Indies,
euen to Canton, the chiefe cittie of China/ al duly
performed by land, by Monsieur de Monfart ; newly
translated out of the trauailers manuscript.

London : Printed by T. Dawson, for W. Arondell,
1615.

English

Reel No.2 Location 4

Frick, Christoph, b. 1659.

Ost-Indianische Raysen und Krieges-Dienste, oder
eine aussfuhrliche Beschreibung, was sich Zeit
solcher, nemlich von A. 1680 biss A. 1685, so zur
See, aszu Land, in offentlichen Treffen und
Scharmiizeln, in Belagerungen, Stiirmen und
Eroberungen der ...

Ulm : Gedruckt bey Matthaeo Wagnern, 1692.
German
Reel No. 11  Location 2

Galvéo, Antonio, d. 1557.

Discoveries of the world : from their first originall
vnto the yeere of our Lord 1555 / briefly written in
the Portugall tongue by Antonie Galvano, gouernour
of Ternate ... ; corrected, quoted, and now published
in English by Richard Hakluyt ...

Londini : Impensis G. Bishop, 1601.
English
Reel No. 3 Location 2

Gervaise, Nicolas, 1662-1729.
Description historique du royaume de Macacar :
Divisée entroislivres.
Paris : H. Foucault, 1688.
French
Reel No.9 Location 6

Gervaise, Nicolas, 1662-1729.
Histoire naturelle et politique du royaume de Siam
.../ [Nicolas Gervaise].
Paris: L. Lucas, 1690.
French
Reel No. 10 Location 6

Goens, Rijklof van, 1619-1682.

Javaense reyse, godaen van Batavia over
Samarangh na de konnincklijcka hoofd-plagets
Mataram / door de Heere N.N. [pseud.] in den jare
1656 ...

Dordrecht : V. Caimax, 1666.
Dutch
Reel No. 6 Location 4

Hakluyt, Richard, 1552?-1616.

Principal navigations, voyages, traffiques and
discoveries of the English nation : made by sea or
ouerland, to the remote and farthest distant quarters
of the earth, at any time within the compasse of these
1600 yeres : diuided into three seuerall volumes
London : G. Bishop, R. Newberie, and R. Barker,
1599-1600.

English
Reel No.1 Location 3
Reel No.2 Location 1
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